
 

The Mayor and City Council reserve the right to enter into an executive session at any time during the meeting, in 
accordance with the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, even though the closed session may not be indicated on the 
agenda. 
 
It is the intention of the Mayor and City Council to take up the items on the agenda in sequential order.  However, the 
Mayor and City Council reserve the right to take up matters in a different order to accommodate the schedules of the 
city council members, person having items on the agenda, and the public. 

HASTINGS CITY COUNCIL 
SPECIAL MEETING AGENDA 

 
Hastings Municipal Airport 

3300 W. 12th Street 
July 28, 2026 

6:00 PM 

 
ROLL CALL:  
  
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
  
MOTION TO ADOPT CURRENT AGENDA for July 28, 2026 Special Meeting. 
  
PUBLIC NOTICE - Official Notice of the Special Meeting was published in the Hastings Tribune on 
Friday, July 24, 2026. Pursuant to Nebraska Revised Statute Section 84-1412, the public is advised 
that a copy of today's agenda and all reproducible written material to be discussed at today's 
meeting is available for public review and a current copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act is in 
the meeting room and accessible to members of the public. 
  
CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS: (Only for agenda items not related to a public hearing.)  
  
AGENDA ITEMS  
  
1. Discussion of the current situation and discussions with Heartland Pet Connection and 

possible vote.  (Requested by Councilmembers Mike Anderson, Brad Consbruck, Larry 
Consbruck and Marc Rowan.) 

  
ADJOURN:  
  
 

















FIRST AMENDMENT 

 

This First Amendment to the Heartland Pet Connection Contract is made and entered into  
on the 26th day of May 2026, by and between the City of Hastings, a political subdivision of 
the State of Nebraska (“City”), and Hastings Animal Shelter Incorporated, d/b/a Heartland 
Pet Connection, (“Heartland”). 

WHEREAS, City and Heartland are parties to a certain contract dated November 28, 2022, 
(“Contract”), and   

WHEREAS, City and Heartland now desire to amend the Agreement as set forth below.  

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the premises and the mutual covenants and 
promises of the Parties hereinafter set forth, the Parties agree effective as of the date of this 
First Amendment that the Contract is amended in the following manner:  

1. Section 3 of the Contract is amended by deleting the existing section in its entirety 
and replacing it with the following:  

 
3. HEARTLAND’S DUTIES  
 
In performance of this Agreement, Heartland shall have the following duties:  
 
a. Furnish, maintain, and operate an animal shelter with equipment, 

supplies, and facilities to be utilized in connection with Heartland’s 
performance of this Agreement including the attached RFP. However, 
Heartland reserves the right to reject any animal it is not qualified or 
licensed to provide animal shelter services to.  

b. Except as otherwise stated or agreed to, receive animals, except chickens, 
brought in by the City and to provide the care and shelter for said animals, 
and to arrange for the euthanasia of said animals if the same becomes 
necessary. City shall attempt to place chickens with a suitable facility as 
necessary.  

c. Operate during such dates and times as may be determined by Heartland 
and said hours of operation shall be posted at the animal shelter. In 
addition, thereto, Heartland shall provide drop-off doors where animals 
can be delivered, by the City, to the animal shelter twenty-four (24) hours 
per day, seven days per week. Heartland personnel shall be on-call for 
emergency purposes after normal operating hours. The telephone number 



for said on-call personnel shall be maintained with the City Personnel as 
designated by the City, and such on-call information shall be posted at 
Heartland.  

d. Nothing shall prevent Heartland from releasing seized animals to a 
licensed veterinarian or as authorized by Court Order.  

e. Renegotiate existing veterinarian services contracts which includes, but is 
not limited to, negotiations with Animal Clinic, Companions Choice and 
TLC veterinarian care.  

f. The Mayor of the City of Hastings shall appoint, with the consent of the City 
Council, a Hastings City Council member as a City representative to 
participate in board meetings, but said representative would not have any 
executive privileges, including voting, while participating as such. 

g. Provide accurate monthly financial and shelter reports to the City, 
including but not limited to: monthly or annual Profit and Loss statements; 
monthly or annual balance sheets; monthly or annual animal shelter 
statistics, including but not limited to intake numbers, adoption numbers, 
and euthanasians. 

h. Provide the City accurate monthly reports of all fees collected.  

 

2. Section 4 of the Contract is amended by deleting the existing section in its entirety 
and replacing it with the following:  
 
4. CITY’S DUTIES  
 
In performance of this Agreement, the City shall have the following duties:  
 
a. The City shall maintain its obligation to perform animal control functions 

pursuant to City Ordinances and/or laws of the State of Nebraska.  
b. The City shall not transport injured or sick animals to Heartland after hours, but 

shall transport said animals to the veterinary clinic designated by Heartland. The 
City shall notify Heartland within twenty-four (24) hours after animals have been 
transported to the veterinarian clinic designated by Heartland’s shelter manager 
while transporting the animal or immediately thereafter.  

c. The City shall notify Heartland of any changes or additions to animal related City 
Ordinances within 60 days of the same.  



d. Hastings Police Department shall meet with Heartland upon written request to 
discuss policies and standards of conduct to improve cooperation between both 
parties. 
 

3.  Section 5 of the Contract is amended by deleting the existing section in its entirety 
and replacing it with the following:  
 

5. COMPENSATION OF HEARTLAND 
 

In consideration of the services to be performed by Heartland as provided in this 
Agreement, the City shall compensate Heartland as follows:  

 
a. The City shall pay Heartland the minimum sum of Forty-Three Thousand Five 

Hundred dollars ($43,500.00) for the period of January 1, 2023, to September 
30, 2023, and then the minimum sum of Sixty-Four Thousand dollars 
($64,000) for the period of October 1, 2023, to September 2024 and the 
minimum sum of $97,700 for the period of October 2026 through September 
2033. The fee was adjusted annually starting on October 1, 2024, by an 
amount equal to the change in “Consumer price index for all urban 
consumers: all items not seasonally adjusted” (CPIAUCNS).  The CPIAUCNS 
shall apply to the $97,700 sum starting in the City’s FY27-28.  

b. Heartland shall attempt to recoup from the owner or controller of all 
impounded animals all fees, costs, or charges related to impounding or care 
of animals. Heartland shall retain all fees charged to the owner or controller 
associated with the City of Hastings “Fee Resolution Schedule”. These fees 
will be reviewed by the City on an annual basis from June 1 to June 30.  

c. For all fees, costs or charges related to impounding or care of animals, 
Heartland shall not charge the owner or controller of the impounded animal 
more than what is listed on the fee schedule attached to the bid. Heartland 
may revise the fee schedule with the approval of the City.  
 

4. Section 7 of the Contract by deleting the existing section in its entirety and replacing 
it with the following:  
 

7. TERMS OF AGREEMENT; RENEWAL; TERMINATION 

This Agreement shall take effect on January 1, 2023, and shall continue in full 
force and effect until September 30, 2033. There shall be no automatic renewal 



or other provision of this Agreement which shall extend the term of this 
Agreement. 

Notwithstanding the above, either party may provide written notice to the other, 
without giving reason, at least one hundred twenty (120) days prior to the 
expiration date of September 30, 2033, that it is the intent of the notifying party 
to terminate this agreement. If such written notification is given, this Agreement 
shall terminate upon the end of the ten current annual term. 

This Agreement may be terminated for cause at any time for any of the following 
reasons: 

a. Heartland may terminate for cause if the City shall fail to perform 
any of the provisions of this Agreement as stated herein. 

b. The City may terminate for cause if Heartland shall fail to perform 
any of the provisions of this Agreement as stated herein, but also if 
Heartland (1) ceases to maintain its corporate existence in the 
State of Nebraska, (2) abandons its animal shelter operations, or 
(3) fails to maintain or operate the animal shelter in accordance 
with the terms and conditions of this Agreement. 

c. Termination for cause may only be effected by giving written notice 
of such termination, outline the reasons for the proposed 
termination, to the other party. Upon receipt, the party receiving the 
written notice shall have forty-five (45) days, or a mutually agreed 
upon amount of time, to remedy the stated reason for termination. 

 
5. SEVERABLILTY  

If any portion of this Agreement shall be deemed unenforceable or invalid, the 
remaining portion(s) shall be deemed valid and enforceable to the extent allowed by 
law, unless to do so would clearly violate the present legal and valid intent of the 
parties to this Agreement.  
 

6. ENTIRE AGREEMENT  

This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the City and Heartland 
notwithstanding any other oral agreements or understandings to the contrary and 
may be amended only in writing, approved and executes as required by law.  

7. As amended by this First Amendment, the Agreement is hereby ratified and 
confirmed and shall continue in full force and effect. Unless hereby amended, all 



terms and conditions of the Agreement shall remain unchanged and continue in full 
force and effect. 

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, City and Heartland have caused this First Amendment to be 
executed by their respective, duly authorized representatives as of the date first set above.  

 

CITY OF HASTINGS 
 

 
By: __________________________ 
       George J.J. Beckby, Mayor 

 
Date: ________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HEARTLAND PET CONNECTION 
 
By:________________________________ 

Executive Board Member 
 
Date:______________________________ 
 
 
By:________________________________ 
 Executive Director 
 
Date:______________________________ 

ATTEST: 
 
________________________________ 
Tyler Ficken, City Clerk 

 
(S E A L) 

 
 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
________________________________ 
Jesse Oswald, City Attorney 
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