
HASTINGS UTILITY BOARD 
AGENDA 

 
Council Chambers – City Hall 
220 North Hastings Avenue 

September 14, 2017 
9:00 AM 

 

ROLL CALL:  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  
 
MOTION TO ADOPT CURRENT AGENDA FOR SEPTEMBER 14, 2017 REGULAR 
MEETING.  
 
PUBLIC NOTICE - Official Notice of the Regular Meeting was published in the Hastings 
Tribune on Tuesday, September 14, 2017. Pursuant to Nebraska Revised Statute 
Section 84-1412, the public is advised that a copy of today's agenda and all 
reproducible written material which will be discussed at today's meeting is located at the 
back of the Council Chambers. Also, a current copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act 
is posted on the south wall of the Council Chambers which is accessible to members of 
the public. 
  
 
MANAGER'S COMMUNICATIONS:  
  
 
BOARD CHAIRMAN'S COMMUNICATIONS:  
  
 
BOARD MEMBERS' COMMUNICATIONS:  
  
 
CITIZEN COMMUNICATIONS:  
  
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  
 
1. All Consent Items. 
  

(a) Approval of the minutes of the Hastings Utility Board Meeting of August 10, 2017 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
REGULAR AGENDA:  
 
1. Unfinished Business of Preceding Meeting. 
  
 
2. General Business. 
 

(a) Recommendation for Approval of Transmission Operating Agreement with 
Omaha Public Power District  

 
3. Possible Closed Session (if necessary or requested). 
  
 
ADJOURN:  
  
 
 

The Hastings Utility Board reserves the right to enter into an executive session at any time during the 
meeting, in accordance with the Nebraska Open Meetings Act, even though the closed session may not 
be indicated on the agenda. It is the intention of the Hastings Utility Board to take up the items on the 
agenda in sequential order. However, the Hastings Utilities Board reserves the right to take up matters in 
a different order to accommodate the schedule of the Utility Board Members, persons having items on the 
agenda, and the public. 
 
 



MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE HASTINGS UTILITIY BOARD

A meeting of the Hastings Utility Board was held at the Hastings Utilities Board Room on Thursday, 
August 10, 2017, at 9:00 a.m.  This meeting was preceded by notice duly published in the Hastings 
Tribune on Monday, August 7, 2017 and by notices duly posted in the lobby of Hastings Utilities, 1228 
North Denver Avenue, and the City Hall, 220 N. Hastings Avenue, and was therefore open to the public.

Present: Hunt, Schreiner, Seberg, Hartmann, Hitesman
Also Present: Meyer, Cogley, Vrooman, Leonhardt, Hartman, Schawang, Cox, Barfknecht, Ptak, Odom, 
Eley, Mayor Stutte, Hernandez, Davis, Strom, Sekora, Patterson, Threewitt, Thompson, Rod Willmes, 
Maggie Vaughan (HEDC), Tom Hastings and Michelle Lewis (Hastings Area Chamber of Commerce) 
and Tony Hermann (Hastings Tribune)

Chairman Schreiner opened the meeting and stated that the Hastings Utility Board is subject to the Open 
Meetings Laws and acknowledged that the Open Meetings Law poster has been posted in the room.  He 
also declared a quorum of members present.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

There were no Public Comments.

Chairman Schreiner reminded the Board that he will be out of the Country during the month of 
September.  Mr. Hitesman will be Acting Board Chairman in his absence.

Moved by Hunt, seconded by Hitesman, to approve the Minutes of the Meetings of July 13, August 2 and 
August 3, 2017.  Roll Call:  Ayes; Hunt, Hitesman, Schreiner, Hartmann, Seberg .  Nays; None.  Motion 
carried.

Maggie Vaughan provided a report on the Hastings Economic Development Corporation (HEDC).

Mayor Stutte, as well as Tom Hastings and Michelle Lewis, gave a presentation on the Hastings Area 
Chamber of Commerce.

Al Meyer, Interim Manager, presented the Hastings Utilities Fiscal Year 2017-18 Budget.

There was discussion amongst the Utility Board and City members regarding the water budget.  

Moved by Hunt to disapprove Water Rate Ordinance No. 4515.  Motion died due to lack of a second.

Moved by Hitesman, seconded by Hartmann to recommend approval of Water Rate Ordinance No. 4515, 
with a 5% increase, instead of the proposed 10% increase, to the Hastings City Council. Discussion 
ensued and no further action was taken on this motion.

Moved by Hartmann, seconded by Seberg, to recommend approval of Water Rate Ordinance No. 4515 
with a 10% increase to the Hastings City Council.  Roll Call:  Ayes; Hartmann, Seberg, Schreiner, 
Hitesman.  Nays; Hunt.  Motion carried.

Moved by Hitesman, seconded by Hartmann, to recommend approval of Sewer Rate Ordinance No. 4516 
with an 8% increase to the Hastings City Council.  Roll Call:  Ayes; Hitesman, Hartmann, Schreiner, 
Seberg.  Nays; Hunt.  Motion carried.
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Moved by Hunt, seconded by Seberg, to recommend approval of Gas Rate Ordinance No. 4517 to the 
City Council.  Roll Call:  Ayes; Hunt, Seberg, Hartmann, Schreiner, Hitesman.  Nays; None.  Motion 
carried.

Moved by Hunt, seconded by Hartmann, to recommend approval of Resolution No. 2017-24 for HEDC 
Funding to the Hastings City Council.  Roll Call:  Ayes; Hunt, Hartmann, Hitesman, Schreiner, Seberg.  
Nays; None.  Motion carried.

Moved by Hitesmann, seconded by Hunt, to recommend approval of Resolution No. 2017-25 for 
Hastings Area Chamber of Commerce Funding to the Hastings City Council.  Roll Call:  Ayes; 
Hitesman, Hunt, Hartmann, Seberg, Schreiner.  Nays; None.  Motion carried.

Moved by Seberg, seconded by Hartmann, to recommend approval of Resolution 2017-01 approving the 
Hastings Utilities Fiscal Year 2017-18 Budget.  Roll Call:  Ayes; Seberg, Hartmann, Hitesman, 
Schreiner.  Nays; Hunt.  Motion carried.

Moved by Hunt, seconded by Hitesman, to recommend approval of Residential and Commercial 
Development Incentive Program, including the revision recommended by staff for the overhead power 
lines.  Roll Call:  Ayes; Hunt, Hitesman, Schreiner, Hartmann, Seberg.  Nays; None.  Motion carried.

Brian Strom presented the Customer Connect Web portal.

Board Member Comments:  There was a discussion regarding forming a Committee to discuss the 
budget. The item, ‘Budget Committee’ will be added to the upcoming meeting.

Moved by Hunt, seconded by Hitesman, that this Board go into Closed Session, which Closed Session is 
clearly necessary for the protection of the public interest and that said Closed Session will consist of a 
strategy session relative to negotiations.  Roll Call:  Ayes; Hunt, Hitesman, Seberg, Hartmann, Schreiner.  
Nays; None.  Motion carried.

The meeting closed to the public at 11:30 a.m.  The executive session consisted of Board Members, Al 
Meyer, Council Liaisons, Dave Ptak, Don Cox, Joe Patterson and Mayor Stutte.

Moved by Hitesman, seconded by Hunt, that the meeting be reopened to the public at 11:50 a.m., and that 
no decisions were made nor official actions taken during said Closed Session.  Roll Call:  Ayes; 
Hitesman, Hunt, Hartmann, Schreiner, Seberg.  Nays; None.  Motion carried.  

The meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m.

___________________________________     
  
Secretary  



Department: Utilities
Staff Contact: 
Utility Board Meeting Date: 09/14/2017
 

AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY SHEET
 
Description of Item:

 
Names of People/Business affected by this action:
Electric Ratepayers
 
Why Council action is required:
City Council approves agreements
 
Type of action requested:

 
Suggested motion:

 
Deadlines associated with action:
Council approval September 25, 2017
 
Department head comments:
Recommends approval
 
City Administrator comments:
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